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mistakes ; but the humane and statesmanlike spirit which animated their counsels is fitly represented by the noble lines written by Macaulay, and inscribed under the statue of Lord William Bentinck at Calcutta.1
It was not, however, until seventy - four years later that the adoption of the principle which lies at the root of all sound administration, and which in quite recent times has been flagrantly violated in Turkey, Egypt, and the Congo, was forced upon the rulers of India by the convulsion of 1857. That principle is that administration and commercial exploitation should not be entrusted to the same hands.2 State officials may err, but they have
1  " He  abolished  cruel rites;  he effaced  humiliating distinctions; he gave liberty to the expression of public opinion ; his constant study was to elevate the intellectual and  moral  character  of   the natives  committed  to  his charge."
2  Although personally I hold strongly to this opinion, I should perhaps mention that it is not universally accepted. Thus, a very able and competent authority (Sir Charles Lucas? Preface to Lewis's "Government of Dependencies/' p. xxiv), writing in 1891, says: " On the whole, it may be said that the second birth of chartered companies is one of the most hopeful, as it is one of the most unexpected, signs of the times." Sir Charles Lucas appears to rely mainly on improved means of communication and on the force of public opinion
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